Sixth International Symposium on Preimplantation Genetics
More than 500 fertility experts and geneticists had attended Sixth International Symposium on Preimplantation Genetics held in London May 19-21, 2005.
Reproductive Genetics Institute offered 12 oral and 7 poster presentations – the major contributor of the conference. RGI delegated to the symposium 8 specialists – the largest contingent for a single institution.
Huge resonance amongst delegates and the press has had data presented by Dr. Y. Verlinsky showing fast growing specter of PGD indications and reported by Dr. I. Tur-Kaspa statistics accumulated by the RGI, which supports the notion that PGD for aneuploidy or chromosomal translocations significantly improves assisted reproduction and pregnancy outcome. Our specialists presented a number of studies demonstrating that obstetrical outcome after preimplantation genetic diagnosis is similar to that of other IVF pregnancies. 
S. Rechitsky et al offered several papers describing new developments in methodology and applicability of the PGD including its utilization for the HLA typing.

Three studies were presented by the RGI at the Stem Cells and Nuclear Transfer session. They provided information about RGI’s repository of more than 130 human Embryonic Stem Cell lines including 18 unique colonies with genetic or chromosomal abnormalities. We reported new method of the human non-reproductive nuclear transfer and discoveries in embryoid body differentiation.
Abstracts of the Symposium have been published online at

http://www.rbmonline.com/4DCGI/Issue/Detail?46%091%09=%2087%09
Other highlights of the Symposium:
· IVF pioneer professor R. Edwards outlined past, present, and future of the Artificial Reproductive Technology and its relevance to new horizons in Stem Cell research.
· Dr. James Watson talked about new technological achievements in genetics and prospective advances in prenatal maternal and preimplantation genetic diagnosis.
· Dr. G. Schatten discussed just published in journal Science report “Patient-Specific Embryonic Stem Cells Derived from Human SCNT Blastocysts” – the breakthrough discovery bringing Stem Cell research closer to practical implementations.
The Symposium has been extensively covered by media:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4562813.stm
http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml?type=healthNews&storyID=8547434
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7913227/
http://www.mailonsunday.co.uk/pages/live/articles/health/womenfamily.html?in_article_id=349293&in_page_id=1799
http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=4578015
